
 
 
 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 22, 2013 

 
5PM    Stanley Alexandrowicz 
            Req. by: Bill, Lynn & Sarah 

             James & Helen Foley 
            Req. by: James P. Foley, Jr.  

9 AM   Michael & Annette DiTommaso 
             Req. by: The Family  

             Jack Thornhill 
            Req. by: Edna Thornhill  
11AM   Stanley Alexandrowicz 
            Req. by: Nick & Norma 

             Donald Dougherty 
             Req. by: Nancy 

 

 
Lord our God, who in governing  

your people make use of  
the ministry of Priests, grant to these  

men a persevering obedience  
to your will, so that by their ministry  

and life they may gain glory for  
you in Christ. Who lives and  
reigns with you in unity of the  

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.       
Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Social 
The Sunday Social will be held in the Church 
Hall on December 22, 2013 after the 11AM 
Mass . If you would like to donate a baked 
good, please call Connie Lombardo at  
215-781-2318. 
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Third Sunday of Advent 
December 15, 2013 

5PM    Joseph John Schreiner 
            Req. by: Love, Joann 

             Johanna M. Crosby 
            Req. by: James P. Foley, Jr.  
 
9AM    John Masko 
             Req. by: The Family  

             Herman Gartner 
            Req. by: Margaret Bannon  

 
11AM   Doris Hackett 
            Req. by: Alex & Donna Bongart 

             Charles J. McDowellse 
             Req. by: Carol Viscomi 

          
Monday  
9         For The People 
                       
Tuesday    
9        Raymond & Margaret Beck 
          Req. by: Betty Wunsch & Kathleen 

           Debra Fowler 
          Req. by: The Gallagher Family 
                         

Wednesday  
9        Carol Schafer 
          Req. by: George Schafer 

           William Keller  2nd Ann. 
          Req. by: Marge  
 
Thursday 
9        NO MASS 
                     
Friday  
9       Edna McCloskey  
         Req. by: Edna Thornhill 

          Joseph McCloskey 
         Req. by: Edna Thornhill 

                                      
Saturday 
9      Anthony & Virginia DiTommaso 
        Req. by: Ron & Barb Picciani 

         Joe Wunsch  6th Ann. 
        Req. by: Betty Wunsch  
             
           

f
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Father Mike’s Musings 
How many of us feel overwhelmed and ready  
to give up now? We have heard at least once 
that hardships and trials are necessary crosses 
which we carry in imitation of Jesus, the  
Incarnate Word Who will come in glory. On the 
heart level, trials and hardships easily wear  
us down, and can rob us of hope. At all times, 
and especially in moments of trials, we need 
Isaiah’s words “The desert and the parched 
land will exult; the steppe will rejoice and 
bloom. They will bloom with abundant flowers, 
and rejoice with joyful song.” ( Isaiah 35:1).  
On Gaudete Sunday, we are commanded to 
rejoice! We have good reason to wait patiently 
for Jesus’ Second Coming, because we know 
the faithful who have loved God and neighbor 
will be with God for all eternity; that is true life 
and peace! James reminds us to be patient like 
the farmer who awaits the time of harvest. The 
harvest comes; Jesus will come. Rejoice! 
 

Peace and Love, 
 

Father Mike     
 
 

Church Decorating 
We will gather on Tuesday, December 17th at 
6PM to decorate the Church. All are welcome to 
come and make our Church ready for Jesus. 
 
 
Correction: The new Missals were put out by 
Janet Jackson, Rich Brown, Mike Embrico, 
Nancy Embrico and Joe Shirley. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sunday Scriptures, December 22 
Reading I:    Isaiah 7:10-14  
Reading II:   Romans 1:1-7 
Gospel:        Matthew 1:18-24 
                               

 Lectors  
Dec. 21      5PM  R. Fallon & S. Berna  
Dec. 22      9AM  K. Schafer & R. Andrews  
Dec. 22    11AM  R. Kelly & M. Kelly  

 
Extraordinary Minister 

Dec. 21      5PM   J. Kelly & M. Kelly 
Dec. 22      9AM   W. Bitting & R. Powers 
Dec. 22    11AM   A. Scheck & R. Gutherman  

 
Altar Servers’ Schedule 

Dec. 21                                                   5:00PM 
   
Dec. 22                                                   9:00AM  
   
Dec. 22                                                 11:00AM  
   
   

Offertory Collection 
 December 8, 2013  

 
  Adults (304)                                      $7702.00 
  High School (9)                                    $14.00 
  Children (1)                         $2.00                                     
  Total                                                  $7718.00 
  Debt Reduction                          $348.00 
  All Souls                                                $54.00 
  Religious Retirement                         $1280.91 
  Immaculate Conception                       $190.00 
   

   
Comparison of Sunday Offering  

December 9, 2012 
    
Total                                                      $4850.00 

 
 

Father Mike, Deacon John and the Finance Council: 
Joe Gergo, Elaine Gibbs, Susan Horger, Lynn 
Mooney, and John Duffner, part-time Business  
Manager, thank you for generously supporting our 
parish. 
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St. Thomas Aquinas Parish  
Lottery Winners 

Dates not printed were unsold tickets.            
     

*** Pre-Jordan Classes*** 
The next class is on Tuesday, Dec. 17,  
2013 at 7:30PM in the  Parish Meeting 
Room.  Parents and godparents must attend 
a class within the last 3 years. If you have 
any further questions, please call the Parish 
Office at 215-788-2989. 

 
Separated/Divorced Support Group 

Please join us on Wednesday, Dec. 18 
at 7PM in the Father Crehan Hall.  

Open forum. Come ask your  
questions and find answers.  

“All are welcome in the eyes of the Lord.” 
If you have any questions please contact  

Peg Duffy at 215-788-1947. 
 

Let Us Pray For Each Other 
Give us, Lord, watchful minds that 

cannot be led away from you, 
exalted spirits that cannot be dragged 

down by worldly desires, upright hearts 
that are filled with love for you, steadfast 
strength that no trouble can ever crush. 

With all our minds, and hearts, and 
souls, and strength, let us love you and 

Christ our Lord. 
 

. 
Congratulations! 

Our parish recently received notification of 
the performance of our high school students 
at Conwell-Egan on the First Quarter. We are 
particularly proud of those who demonstrated 
academic excellence. 
1st Honors: Ryan Neuman, Jake Hofmann, 
and Sarah Reed 
2nd Honors: Elizabeth Hancin, Alexis 
Limuaco, Steven Roxberry and Tyler Skinner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Remember in your 

prayers.  
OUR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY. 
Many  of our parishioners have family members 

serving in dangerous assignments around the world. 
Please keep them in your prayers. 

OUR SICK. 
Scott Batcho, Joanne Churnetski,  

Arlene Davis, David Bowman, Eileen Ronn, 
Tom Warmouth, Lizel Ward, Michael Burger 

All those who are sick. 
 

OUR DECEASED 
Joan Flack 

All the deceased of the parish. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

"O Antiphons" for the Week before Christmas 

 Most familiar today from the Advent hymn, "O Come, O Come, 

Emmanuel," the seven traditional "O Antiphons" are actually more 

than a thousand years old. They have long been used at the very end 

of Advent (Dec. 17-23) in the liturgical prayer of the Church, as 

Antiphons for the "Magnificat" sung or recited during Vespers (the 

Evening Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours). Since the Second 

Vatican Council, they have also been adapted (slightly reworded 

and rearranged) for the "Alleluia Verse" of the Mass (the short 

scriptural text or paraphrase that immediately precedes the Gospel 

reading). Each Antiphon invokes the coming of the Messiah, 

beginning with a biblical title and closing with a specific petition. 
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Love 
I give you a new commandment: love one  
another...This is how all will know that you 
are my disciples.                      John 13:34-35 
Every moment during Advent can be an  
expression of love. Time spent praying,  
planning, cooking, decorating, wrapping gifts, 
even shopping can be acts of love for your  
family and friends. “Love is the reason for  
the season.” 
 

Consultation of the Clergy and Faithful 
Pope Francis has called for an Extraordinary 
Synod of Bishops in October 2014 on the 
theme, The Pastoral Challenges of the Fam-
ily in the Context of Evangelization. The Gen-
eral Secretary of the Synod of Bishops, fol-
lowing a practice that typically anticipates 
every Synod, invites consultation on this topic 
to assist with its preparations. 
A Preparatory Document has been issued by 
the Holy See to initiate this consultation along 
with a series of questions. Archbishop 
Chaput, in an effort to provide an opportunity 
for the clergy and faithful of the Archdiocese 
of Philadelphia to engage in this consultation 
in as wide a manner as possible has author-
ized the use of this instrument for local  
participation. 
The clergy and faithful are asked to read the 
complete Preparatory Document, or its sum-
mary, on the archdiocesan website and hen 
answer any or all of the questions that follow 
by visiting http://archphila.org/synod2014/
synod2014.php. 
 

Volunteer Opportunity 
Gentiva Hospice, formally Odyssey Hospice, 
is seeking volunteers to help terminally ill pa-
tients reach the end of their lives peacefully, 
pain free and with dignity. If you have  
compassion, a desire to help others and an 
hour a week to share with a patient, become 
a Gentiva Hospice companion volunteer. 
Please call Gentiva Hospice at 215-619-7710 
and ask for the manager of Volunteer  
Services. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
. 
 

 
 

 

 
 Thoughts for the Journey 

On receiving the Eucharist under both  
species at Mass 

 
During the Mass, the priest beaks off a small 
piece of the host and places it in the chalice. 
There is a wonderful history to this practice. I 
hope you enjoy reading it as much as I did. 
 
In early Christianity, there was only one Mass 
in each city or area. All Christians came  
together and celebrated with their bishop in 
one place. As Christianity grew and spread 
out geographically, the bishop needed to 
meet people’s needs, so he sent priests to go 
to other areas. When that priest went to the 
place where he was to celebrate Mass, he 
brought a small piece of a host that had been 
consecrated at the bishop’s Mass. This parti-
cle, the fermentum, was dropped into the 
chalice at the “commingling rite” just before 
the distribution of Communion. The priest did 
this to help people see their connection to the 
apostles and the unity of all people celebrat-
ing Mass. What a powerful image! Of course, 
this is not necessary anymore. You and I are 
used to the practice of a priest, not the 
bishop, celebrating Mass. But the rite of  
commingling has stayed in the Mass. Watch 
the priest while we’re singing Lamb of God. 
When he breaks off that small piece of the 
host, he says “May this mingling of the body 
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bring  
eternal life to us who receive it.” 
 
When drinking from the chalice, please be 
aware that you may see or feel the particle 
with your tongue. Should it pass into your 
mouth, consume it as it is the Body and 
Blood of Jesus. 
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Rediscover the Love in Your Marriage 
The Retrouvaille Marriage Program offers 
help for struggling marriages. It gives you the 
chance to rediscover yourself and your 
spouse. Retrouvaille is not just a social gath-
ering or series of seminars, but rather a way 
to rediscover and rekindle the loving relation-
ship in your marriage. The next program be-
gins on the weekend of February 7-9 at the 
Family Life Center in Malvern, PA. For more 
information visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com 
or call 1-800-470-2230. 
 

Krispy Kreme Donuts 
The Knights of Columbus Council #4765 are 
selling certificates for a dozen glazed Krispy 
Kreme Donuts for $7 each. Proceeds benefit 
the Knights of Columbus. Please see Tim 
O’Flynn or a fellow Knight to purchase your 
certificates. They are also available in the  
Parish Office. 
 

Monthly Parish Retreat 
The next monthly retreat will be Sunday,  
December 22nd at 1PM in the Fr. Crehan 
Hall. The retreat is for everyone. Any ques-
tions please feel free to email Becca Guther-
man at rgutherman@mail.immaculata.edu.  
Also, volunteers will be needed. 

 
*************************************************** 
This is the Memorial Plaque Donor Form .  
We will accept cash, check or money order, 
payable to St. Thomas Aquinas. Plaques will  
be installed as soon as the holders become 
available. Please return this form with pay-
ment. Cost is $50.00 each. 
 
In Memory of:_________________________ 
 
Donated by:__________________________ 
 
Phone ______________________________ 
 
If you would like your plaque placed in a  
particular pew, please specify where, if the 
space is available we can place the plaque 
there. 
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Parish Registration 
Am I a registered member of St. Thomas  
Aquinas Parish? It has come to our attention 
that many people think they are registered 
members of the parish because they were  
baptized here, went to school here and live in 
the same home as when they were children.  
In addition, there is a presumption that their  
children are registered in the parish. It is impor-
tant for every adult, age 21, for our registration 
purposes; to please register by completing a 
parish census form. This will avoid any misinfor-
mation or misconceptions when requesting  
Sacraments and/or Letters of Eligibility to be a 
sponsor. Please contact the Parish Office to 
verify your status.  
Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
 

Church Envelopes 
As you know our parish is now under study 
along with the other parishes in our planning 
area. One of the items to be studied is the  
number of weekly contributing households.  
Contributing households are identified by the 
use of the church envelopes. The number of  
our identifiable contributing households is  
approximately 336. A sustainable parish is  
one in which the number of identifiable  
contributing households is in excess of 400. 
Many contribute but for various reasons do not 
use church envelopes. It is important that your 
contribution be identifiable; please use the  
envelopes mailed to your home. If you are not 
receiving the envelopes, please call the parish 
office and request envelopes. In the interim, 
please place your contribution in an envelope 
and include your name and address. Please be 
assured that all contributions are confidential. 
 
 


